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Memorial Flight : 

Spitfire 

Hurricane, 

Lancaster

The Blades

F16

Seafire and Skyraider

Tucano

Black Cats

Beech King Air

Breitling Wingwalkers

Tutor

T28 Fennec

Safety buffer

Red Arrows

The few
“The gratitude of every home in our 
island, in our Empire and indeed 
throughout the world, except in the 
abodes of the guilty, goes out to the 
British airmen, who, undaunted by 
odds, unwearied in their constant 
challenge and mortal danger, are 
turning the tide of the world war by 
their prowess and devotion. Never 
in the field of human conflict was so 
much owed by so many to so few.” 

Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 
a speech to Parliament on 20 August 
1940 as the Battle of Britain raged 
overhead.
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Quality in formation
Established on the island for over 30 years, Saffery Champness is one of 
Guernsey’s largest independent firms of professional advisers, with over 100 
staff.
 
With a history of over 150 years of proven quality, Saffery Champness is a 
leader in fiduciary, accountancy, tax and fund services.  We work in close 
formation with our clients and their professional advisers to deliver positive and 
precise solutions.  
 
For more information please contact:

Roy Angliss
T: +44 (0)1481 721374.
E: roy.angliss@saffery.gg

www.saffery.gg

Bournemouth | Bristol | Edinburgh | Geneva | Guernsey | Harrogate | High Wycombe | Inverness | London | Manchester | Peterborough
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Guernsey

2010
Air Display
The Guernsey Battle of Britain 
Air Display would not take place 
or remain free to the public 
without the continued and 
generous support of a number 
of local companies who come 
together under the title of the 
Battle of Britain Air Display 
Consortium.  Thank you!
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A powerful 
partner.

We are delighted to Support 
the Battle of Britain 70th anniverSary air diSplay

Building long term relationships is a key aspect of all our services, which include: Private Banking, 
Discretionary Investment Management, Lending, Custody, Trustee Services, Corporate Administration, 
Administered Banking and Trust Company Services.
 
To find out more about how Butterfield can partner with you, we invite 
you to contact Brian Acton, Head of Marketing & Business Development, 
+44 (0)1481 711521 or email guernsey@butterfieldgroup.com

www.butterfieldgroup.com

Butterfield Bank (Guernsey) Limited is licensed under The Banking Supervision (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 1994, as amended, and The Protection of Investors (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 
1987, as amended; Company Registration No. 21061. Butterfield Trust (Guernsey) Limited is authorised by the Guernsey Financial Services Commission to carry on by way of business all 
regulated fiduciary activities under the Regulation of Fiduciaries, Administration Business and Company Directors, etc (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2000, as amended. Company registration 
No 31645 Registered Office address: Regency Court, Glategny Esplanade, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY13AP.  Butterfield Bank (Guernsey) Limited is a participant in the Guernsey Banking 
Deposit Compensation Scheme. The Scheme offers protection for ‘qualifying deposits’ up to £50,000, subject to certain limitations. The maximum total amount of compensation is capped at 
£100,000,000 in any 5 year period. Full details are available from: Website: www.dcs.gg, Telephone: +44 (0) 1481 722756, Post: P.O Box 380, St Peter Port, GY1 3FY.
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2010 marks the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, the most important event 
in Royal Air Force history.  Without the unwavering courage and selfless bravery of 
the British airmen and their crew, the course of history and democracy in Europe 
could and would have been so very different.

As well as marking this historic anniversary, the Battle of Britain Air Display raises 
vital funds for the RAF Wings Appeal to provide support for both serving and ex-
serving members of the Royal Air Force and their dependants, including a number of 
individuals and families in Guernsey.  There is a widely held perception that only airmen 
and airwomen who fought in World War II are helped but nothing could be further from 
the truth.  As well as supporting veterans from WWII, support is increasingly needed 
for those people who are serving and have served in more recent conflicts in Korea, Borneo, the 
Falklands, the Gulf War, Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo and the latest conflicts in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.  Help is also given to those who have been injured in training accidents and the families 
of those who may have been killed or injured in active service or training who have fallen on hard 
times.

RAFA provides friendship and welfare support and raises over £2 million each year to allow this 
essential work to continue.  Each year they help tens of thousands of people by offering a wide 
range of welfare services including home and hospital visits from a volunteer field force; long-term 
residential care; short-term convalescent and respite breaks; sheltered housing; resettlement 

advice and advice on war disablement and war pensions.

It is said every year but The Battle of Britain Air Display would simply not be pos-
sible without the continued commitment of the Consortium, made up from both 
private and public sector organisations in Guernsey, which has funded the whole 
of today’s display.  Our sincere thanks and appreciation are extended to these 
companies for their ongoing support to allow this important event to be staged.

The Royal Air Forces Association (Guernsey) Branch would also like to thank the 
following organisations and individuals for their support and assistance in bring-
ing this event to you: Airport Director Colin Le Ray and his staff, Harbourmaster 
Captain Peter Gill and his staff, the crew of the States Boat ‘Sarnia,’ the crew of the 
St Peter Port Life Boat, the St Peter Port Constables, Guernsey Police, Guernsey Fire 
and Rescue Service, St John Ambulance and Rescue Service and St Johns Voluntary 
Section.

To the many other people too numerous to mention who support this charity 
fundraising Battle of Britain Air Display a big thank you, and I hope you enjoy this year’s Display.

Alan Brunger
President of the R.A.F.A. 
(Guernsey) Branch and 
Air Display Organiser 

Michael Perrett
Chairman of the Battle of Britain 
Consortium

A letter from Alan Brunger and Michael Perrett



Professionalism, precision
and teamwork in Guernsey

www.careyolsen.com

Carey Olsen
PO Box 98  Carey House
Les Banques  St Peter Port
Guernsey GY1 4BZ

Telephone: 727272
Email: info@careyolsen.com
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As the new incoming Display Director I would like to pay a special tribute to Frank 
McMeiken for all the dedication and hard work he has put in over the last eight 
years or so.  On behalf of the residents of Guernsey and the visitors who come to 
see the Display, thank you very much.

Frank is now the Senior Member of the Air Display Flying Control Committee - the 
role I filled for many years working alongside him, so I am no stranger to the show.

2009 has seen the appointment of Fergus Woods as Director of Civil Aviation and 
the introduction of the Aviation (Bailiwick of Guernsey) Law, 2008, which includes 
the regulation of Flying Displays on the island.  Consequently, 
we have worked very closely with Fergus on all aspects of this year’s Display.

This year sees the Royal Navy’s Centenary Year of Naval Aviation which is being marked 
by a panoply of colourful events and activities throughout the UK.  We are playing our 
part in that and will open the Display with the Kennet Aviation Seafire (a series of Spitfire 
aircraft that were modified for use by the Royal Navy during World War II) and Skyraider.  
Immediately following will be the Royal Navy Helicopter Display Team - the Black Cats.  An 
excellent spectacle to both celebrate the Centenary and start the Display.

Thanks to the co-operation of boat owners, and that of the Harbourmaster and his staff, the 
Display area has been largely undisturbed over the years.  Should boats infringe the Display 
area I have to consider the effect on the Display item in progress and, if necessary, stop 
all flying.  So please, could boat owners continue their excellent conduct and refrain from 
sailing in or out of St Peter Port during the Display, and not attempt to watch the Display 
from the sea.

Your safety and that of the show participants is our primary concern.  We make every 
effort to reduce the risk from the Display to as low a level as reasonably practical but in 
the unfortunate event of an incident, please obey any instructions issued by Emergency 
Services’ personnel, the Harbourmaster’s staff, and/or RAFA members.  Every effort 
should be made to allow access to incident sites.

I hope the weather is good to us; but please remember to dress accordingly, come rain, wind 
or shine.  Be careful when watching from the piers and when crossing the car parks, and do 
bring a portable radio to listen to the commentary on BBC Radio Guernsey.  The best places 
to view the Display are the White Rock Pier, the Breakwater (by the lighthouse), and the 
East Breakwater.  Enjoy the Display!

Barry Neal
Display Director

A letter from Barry Neal 
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Clegg Gifford, PO Box 332 Admiral House,
Place Du Commerce, St Peter Port, Guernsey, GY1 3UD

Tel: 01481 728987 Email: mail@cglloyds.co.uk

Clegg Gifford
are proud to support

the R.A.F.A.
Battle of Britain

Air Display 

For further information visit:   
www.raf.mod.uk/bbmf
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15 September 1940 was the height of the 
aerial action of the Battle of Britain and has 
become known as Battle of Britain Day.  In 
1945 masses of RAF fighters carried out 
the first of what was to become an annual 
commemorative flypast over London, and it 
became the tradition for a Hurricane and 
Spitfire to lead.

By the late 1950s, aircraft that were once 
the mainstay of RAF fighter operations 
were withdrawn from service but there was 
a strong belief that these legendary fighters 
should be commemorated and kept in the 
air.  With the Hurricane IIc LF363 at RAF 
Biggin Hill and the three remaining Spitfire 
PR.XIXs of the THUM Flight relocated there, 
Wg Cdr Peter Thompson dfc, then Station 
Commander at Biggin, formed the Historic 
Aircraft Flight, taking part in its first Battle 
of Britain Day on 15 September 1957.

 In November 1973, the Lancaster I PA474 
was officially transferred to the Flight; in 
1993 the Flight acquired the Douglas 
Dakota; and in 2010 it boasts six airworthy 
Spitfires.

 The Memorial Flight is a national institution 
and the Spitfire, Hurricane and Lancaster 
three-ship formation a familiar sight.  
Since 2003 the Flight has annually made 
over 700 individual aircraft appearances 
demonstrating the continued importance 
the RAF places upon maintaining these 
aircraft in perfect flying condition and, above 
all, to remember the national debt owed 
to those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.
aircraft in perfect flying condition and, above 
all, to remember the national debt owed to 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice.

BBMF
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Richmond House, St Julian’s Avenue, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 1GZ
www.richmondgroup.uk.com

International Fiduciary Services

Richmond Fiduciary Group’s
services include:

Formation of trusts 
and companies

Administration of trusts 
and companies

Administration of family offices

Establishment and administration
of international pension schemes

Accounting services

Administration of private 
trust companies

Property holding and
development companies 

Channel Islands Stock Exchange
(“CISX”) Listing services

Richmond are delighted 
to support the Battle of
Britain 2010.

Richmond Fiduciary Group offers clients a professional,
approachable and flexible service in the ever-developing
offshore markets.

Established in 1988, Richmond is a truly independent trust company,
which has built a solid reputation and is experiencing continued
growth. Based in Guernsey, Richmond is owned and managed by its
Guernsey resident directors who have over 100 years’ combined
experience in the offshore finance industry.

We are proud that a significant amount of Richmond’s business
derives from referrals from our existing clients and through our
extensive network of intermediaries. We build long-term relationships
and as part of our efficient and personalised service, all of our clients
have access to Richmond’s directors. We endeavour to meet with our
clients on a regular basis to ensure that their best interests are served.

Clients are recommended to seek independent legal, investment 
and tax advice for any structure. If required, we can make the
appropriate introductions. 

For further information on Richmond Fiduciary Group and its services
please contact Alan Chick, Alan Jenner or Tony Link (CISX):

Telephone: +44 (0) 1481 713667

Fax: +44 (0) 1481 713654

Email: alan.chick@richmondgroup.uk.com

alan.jenner@richmondgroup.uk.com

tony.link@richmondgroup.uk.com

Regulated by the Guernsey Financial Services Commission and Licensed as a Fiduciary Services Company under the provisions of the Fiduciary Law. 
Registered Number 35600.
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For further information visit:   
www.raf.mod.uk/bbmf
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The instantly recognisable Spitfire is one 
of the classic fighter aircraft of all time 
and fought in every operational theatre 
of the War.  It truly deserves its place 
as probably the most successful fighter 
design, and certainly as the most famous 
and charismatic.

During the Battle of Britain it played a major 
role alongside the Hurricane. A slower top 
speed and poorer performance at altitude 
made the Hurricane vulnerable to the 
German fighter escorts, so the RAF tactic 
was to use Hurricane squadrons to attack 
the bombers, holding the Spitfires back to 
counter the German escort fighters.

The development potential of its original 
design allowed the Spitfire to establish 
and maintain the air superiority so vital to 
the defence of Britain and to keep pace 
with the improvements in performance of 
enemy fighters throughout WWII.  At the 
end of its development the engine produced 
more than twice the power of the original, 
maximum take-off weight and rate of climb 
had more than doubled, firepower had 
increased five-fold and maximum speed had 
increased by a third; all in essentially the 
same airframe.

Produced in greater numbers than any 
other British combat aircraft before or 
since the War, 20,400 Spitfires were built 
in 24 different variants and remained in 
production for 12 years. The maiden flight 
took place on 5 March 1936 and entered 
RAF service with 19(F) Squadron in August 
1938.

SPITFIRE

©  Crown Copyright

©  Crown Copyright
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For further information visit:

The Lancaster became the most famous 
and most successful of the WWII night 
bombers delivering 608,612 tons of 
bombs in 156,000 sorties.  Although the 
Lancaster was primarily a night bomber, 
it excelled in many other roles including 
daylight precision bombing, and gained 
worldwide renown as the “Dam Buster” 
used in the 1943 Operation Chastise 
raids on Germany’s Ruhr Valley dams.

In November 1936, the Air Ministry 
wanted a bomber capable of carrying 
a load greater than 8,000lbs, powered 
by a pair of Rolls Royce engines then in 
development with the ability to dive-bomb 
at angles of up to 30-degrees.  It soon 
became clear that the new Rolls Royce 
Vulture engines were under-developed 
and Avro revised the design, using as 
many existing component parts of the 
Manchester as possible to reduce costs 
and the timescale to build two prototypes.  
In May 1941 the second prototype had 
larger tail fins, a new undercarriage and 
improved Merlin engines and the true 
potential of the aircraft could be seen.

PA474, the Lancaster flying today is 
one of only two Lancasters remaining in 
airworthy condition out of the 7,377 that 
were built; the other being in Canada.  
She was built in Chester in mid-1945 
and earmarked for the ‘Tiger Force’ in 
the Far East, however the war with Japan 
ended before she could take part in any 
hostilities.  In 1965 restoration started 
on her at RAF Waddington and continued 
with the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
when she was transferred there in 1973.

LANCASTER

11.00
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HURRICANE

The Hurricane is one of the classic fighters 
of all time.  Designed and built for war, it 
was at the forefront of Britain’s defence 
in 1939/1940 and played a major part in 
achieving victory in 1945. 

As a fighter, the Hurricane was slower than 
the Spitfire and Messerschmitt Bf 109E 
but it could out-turn both of them.  The 
109’s standard tactic was to climb higher 
than the RAF fighters and “bounce” them 
in a dive.  The Hurricanes could evade such 
tactics by turning into the attack or going 
into a corkscrew dive which the 109s, 
with their lower rate of roll, found hard to 
counter.  In a dogfight, the Hurricane was 
just as capable of out-turning the 109 as 
the Spitfire.

During the Battle of Britain, RAF Fighter 
Command fielded more Hurricanes than 
Spitfires, and Hurricanes achieved a 
similarly greater proportion of combat 
kills, with seven of every 10 German planes 
destroyed during the Battle being shot 
down by Hurricane pilots.

A remarkable total of 14,533 Hurricanes 
were built and the aircraft served 
operationally on every day throughout 
hostilities, in every operational theatre 
and in many roles. At the end of WWII, 
Hurricanes were still in the front-line helping 
to ensure final victory in the Far East.

The last Hurricane ever built, PZ865, rolled 
off the production line in the summer of 
1944, carrying the inscription ‘The Last of 
the Many’ on her port and starboard sides.

11.00
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KPMG Channel Islands 
Limited is proud to 
support Battle of Britain  
Week 2010, as part of 
our commitment to our 
local Community.

www.kpmg.guernsey.gg

For inspiration, look up.

©2010 KPMG Channel Islands Limited, a Jersey company and a member firm of the KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG 
International Cooperative (“KPMG International”) a Swiss entity. All rights reserved. 

For further information visit:  
www.2excelaviation.com
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The Blades are the UK’s most extreme 
formation aerobatic display team.  The 
eight Blades’ pilots have two OBEs, 
a Distinguished Flying Cross and a 
‘Mentioned in Dispatches’ between them.  
With over 20,000 hours of military 
flying between them, their heritage is 
outstanding.  Two commanded RAF 
Harrier Squadrons in the most exacting of 
circumstances (in Iraq and Afghanistan) 
and one led the Red Arrows.  Six were 
Harrier pilots, two Jaguar pilots, all were 
RAF instructors and Blades 1 to 4 are all 
former Red Arrow pilots. With world-class 
pilots flying high-performance aircraft, 
The Blades provide awe-inspiring displays 
of adrenaline, professionalism and trust.

Formed in 2006, The Blades have 
displayed at some of the most prestigious 
events in the world: Beckhams’ Full Length 
and Fabulous Ball, HM The Queen’s 80th 
birthday celebrations at Balmoral, the 
opening of the Bahrain Financial Harbour, 
F1 Grand Prix in Bahrain and Silverstone, 
P1 Powerboat Racing and Skandia Cowes 
Week.  They have now entertained a live 
audience of over 15 million people with 
their extreme manoeuvres.

The Blades fly the new EA-300 LP, made 
from carbon fibre and certified to +/- 10 
times the force of gravity.  Designed by 
Walter Extra, a successful competitive 
aerobatic display pilot himself, the aircraft 
has an optimum structure, weight and 
performance for aerobatic displays.

In 2010 The Blades will fly in full RAF 
Association Wings Appeal livery.

THE BLADES

11.16
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Generali International
Proud to support the 
Battle of Britain Air Display

Generali International, Generali House, 
Hirzel Street, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 4PA

www.generali-gi.com
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Advocates & Notaries Public. PO Box 69,  
18-20 Smith Street, St Peter Port, Guernsey GY1 4BL  
Tel +44 (0)1481 713371  E: mail@babbelegal.com

www.babbelegal.com

Our clients choose us for our responsiveness to their needs, for our close understanding 
of the industries in which they operate, for our careful stewardship of their interests and, 
where appropriate, for our forceful and effective litigation.

COrPOrAtE & COmmErCiAL / truSt & FiduCiArY / FuNdS / iNSurANCE / PrOPErtY / diSPutE rESOLutiON / iNSOLvENCY

Excellence is not an exception, it’s a prevailing attitude.

For further information visit:   
www.f-16.net 
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The Lockheed Martin F-16 Fighting Falcon 
is a jet fighter that has been in production 
since 1976, after real-world experience in 
the Vietnam War revealed shortcomings in 
American fighter capabilities and the need 
for better air-to-air training for fighter pilots.  
Designed as a lightweight, daytime fighter, it 
evolved into a successful multirole aircraft 
and serves in the air forces of 25 nations. 

The F-16 is a single-engined, supersonic, 
multi-role tactical aircraft, designed to 
be a cost-effective combat ‘workhorse’ 
that could perform various kinds of 
missions and maintain around-the-clock 
readiness.  It is much smaller and lighter 
than its predecessors but uses advanced 
aerodynamics.
 
Numerous innovations include a frameless, 
bubble canopy for better visibility, a side-
mounted control stick to ease control while 
under high g-forces and a reclined seat to 
reduce the effect of g-forces on the pilot, 
being the first fighter aircraft deliberately 
built to sustain 9G turns.

The aircraft displaying today is an F-16MLU 
(Midlife update) version M2 from the Belgian 
Air Force. The display will include a slow 
flight followed by max performance climbs 
and a SLICE pass showing off the top of the 
aircraft, all standard F-16 manoeuvres as 
flown in operational missions.  The smooth 
pattern and very low altitude of a display 
puts up to 9G on the pilot so limits the 
display to a maximum of 10 to 15 minutes.

F-16
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Aircraft Handling at its Best

Aircraft Charter

Services include:

Passenger and baggage handling

Customs and immigration facilitation

ATC and Runway Slot co-ordination

Fuelling assistance

Aircraft washing and valeting

Aircraft de-icing

Facilities include:

20,000 sq ft hangar

Full passenger and crew facilities

Board room available for hire

Full flight planning facilities 

Ramp access for vehicles

Complimentary Crew Car

Aiglle Flight Support is the only facility in 
Guernsey dedicated to the hangarage 
and handling of all Corporate aircraft up 
to GV size.

Our 20,000 sq ft de-humidified and 
heated hangar along with the best 
facilities for passengers and crew ensure 
the smoothest of arrivals and departures 
and optimum protection of aircraft which 
stay overnight or are based in Guernsey.

We are the only facility in Guernsey 
to offer the facility to (dis)embark 
undercover in times of  
inclement weather.

Aiglle has partnered with several leading 
operators of Private Aircraft Charter. 
With 15 years of experience our staff 
will help you select the best aircraft for 
your needs then ensure you get the 
best possible quotation. We can advise 
you between Turbo Prop Aircraft and 
Jet Aircraft and also help with timings, 
seating layouts and even catering. 

All aircraft will be operated under an 
Aircraft Operators Certificate issued by 
the UK Civil Aviation Authority.

For all Flight Support enquiries please call: 
Tel: +44 (0)1481 239 544  Fax: +44 (0)1481 235 008   
email: ops@aiglle.com  web: www.aiglle.com

For Charter enquiries please call:
Tel: +44 (0)1481 230 055  Fax: +44 (0)1481 235 008   
email: charter@aiglle.com  web: www.aiglle.com/charter F L I G H T  S U P P O R T

Cessna Citation XLS Jet - 9 seats

Dassault Falcon 2000LX Jet - 10 seats

Beech King Air 200 Turboprop - 8 seats

Cessna Citation Mustang Jet - 4 seats

Cessna Citation CJ2+ Jet - 6 seats

For a quotation please call Aiglle on 01481 230 055 or email: charter@aiglle.com

For further information visit: www.raf.mod.uk
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For further information visit: www.raf.mod.uk

In 1940 there was desperate need for a modern 
carrier-borne fighter capable of dealing with the 
opposition: the Spitfire joined the Royal Navy and 
the Seafire was born. 

Developed for carrier use, the Seafire 
incorporated changes including a tail hook, 
attachments for catapult use and folding wings. 
The Seafire had a short range, but its fast climb 
and agility made it a very good Fleet defence 
fighter.  Carrier landings remained difficult but 
its performance outweighed this disadvantage. 

The Seafire achieved prestigious battle honours 
and served with the Fleet Air Arm until the jet 
age.  The aircraft flying today is the Kennet 
Seafire XVII, G-KASX

The Skyraider was a carrier-borne/land-based 
attack aircraft which became one of the most 
versatile aircraft ever built.  The prototype of the 
Skyraider was first flown on 18 March 1945 and 
it remained in service through the Korean War – 
where it first saw combat and its long loiter time 
and heavy load-hauling capability gave it a distinct 
utility advantage over the jet aircraft of the time 
– and Vietnam War up until about 1976.
 
Its long endurance, ruggedness and low level 
agility at low speed made it an excellent ground 
attack aircraft capable of delivering 8000lbs of 
stores more accurately than the more modern  
faster jets that should have replaced it.

SEAFIRE

SKYRAIDER
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For further information visit:   
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The Tucano is an excellent plane for training 
fast-jet pilots in all aspects of military flying. 
It is used to develop students in a full range 
of skills, including general aircraft handling, 
formation flying and low-level navigation. 
It can be flown in all types of weather due 
to its excellent avionics and ice-protection 
packages, and flown by both day and night. 
The aircraft’s extended endurance allows a 
great deal of flexibility in its training role.

The aircraft is powered by an 1150shp 
Garrett Turboprop engine, has a maximum 
speed of 300kts (345mph) and can 
maintain 270kts (310mph) at low level. It 
can operate at up to 30,000 feet and has 
an initial climb rate of 4,000 feet per minute. 
The Tucano replaced the Jet Provost in RAF 
service and its two-seat tandem cockpit 
makes it an ideal lead-in to the Hawk, which 
is flown at the next stage of training. The 
Turboprop Tucano offers twice the range 
and endurance of the Old Jet Prevost, as 
well as being some 70% cheaper to operate, 
and its two seat tandem cockpit makes it an 
ideal lead-in to the Hawk, which is flown in 
the next stage of training.

The aircraft handling is similar to that of 
a jet aircraft and it is fully aerobatic, thus 
providing an excellent workhorse for training 
fast-jet pilots in all aspects of military flying. 

The Tucano has recently undergone a wing 
and fuselage strengthening programme 
to overcome aircraft stress problems and 
remain as the RAF’s primary fast-jet basic 
flying-training aircraft. 

TUCANO
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For further information visit: 
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impatient attention turned to London.

Hitler had initially expressly ordered that 
civilian centres be left alone.  However, 
on the night of 24 August, a lost bomber 
formation dropped bombs on London 
by mistake. Churchill retaliated, sending 
Bomber Command aircraft to attack Berlin; 
Hitler was incensed and lifted his prohibition 
on the bombing of cities, beginning a nine-
month long campaign against London. 

This was a turning point in the Battle.  
Knowing the targets would be London and 
industrial centres across southern England 
allowed the RAF to repair airfields and 
radar sites and assemble large numbers of 
fighters to attack the German formations 
and break them up before they could bomb. 

The experience of such a defence from 
forces which, they had been told, had been 
almost completely destroyed, shattered 
German morale and it became increasingly 
clear they could not win the air superiority 
they needed. 

By the end of October, the British were 
confident there would be no invasion, 
however, The Blitz continued unabated until 
May 1941 resulting in nearly 40,000 civilian 
deaths. 

Both sides took heavy casualties during the 
Battle of Britain. The Luftwaffe lost nearly 
2,500 aircrew, the RAF 544 pilots and 
Bomber and Coastal Commands nearly 
1,000 aircrew.

The most important event in Royal Air Force history. 

In 1940 a battle for national survival was 
waged in the skies over Britain, a battle 
which would ultimately decide the outcome 
of the Second World War.

By June 1940, the United Kingdom stood 
alone. Nazi Germany had conquered Europe 
and Hitler turned his attention to the British 
Isles, knowing he needed air superiority to 
mount a heavy enough bombing campaign to 
invade across the Channel.  The German Air 
Force (the Luftwaffe) outnumbered Britain’s 
Royal Air Force, which had taken heavy 
losses fighting on the continent, by four 
aircraft to one.  However the RAF had the 
advantage of being closer to their airfields 
and the benefits of an effective early warning 
radar system.

In July 1940 the Luftwaffe stepped up 
attacks in the Channel to cut Britain’s supply 
lines and draw RAF fighters into battle.  
Hitler then called for the invasion of Britain: 
Operation Sealion.  ‘The British Air Force 
must be eliminated to such an extent that it 
will be incapable of putting up any sustained 
opposition to the invading troops.’

By August, German invasion forces and 
troop barges were assembled on the French 
coast and raids against the South coast of 
England were increased in size and number. 
Believing the British radar system had been 
destroyed and the coastal towns sufficiently 
‘softened up’, the Luftwaffe targeted radar 
sites and airfields in southern England 
destroying valuable aircraft and badly 
damaging airfields, putting the RAF on the 
back foot.  However, the Germans were also 
suffering and with Hitler and Goering growing 

The Battle of Britain
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Formed in 2001, the Black Cats are the 
Royal Navy’s elite helicopter display team.  
Comprised of two Lynx Helicopters from 702 
Naval Air Squadron, based at HMS Heron 
(RNAS Yeovilton) in Somerset, the Black Cats 
offer a unique choreographed pairs formation 
display. The display makes full use of the 
precision and aerobatic capabilities of the 
Lynx. Look out for high-speed crosses, close 
formation work and opposing manoeuvres.

The name ‘The Black Cats’ comes from a 
combination of the Lynx wildcat featured 
on the 702 Squadron badge and the naval 
slang of ‘black catting’, which is a form of 
one-upmanship by having done something or 
owning something better than anyone else.

Lynx Helicopter
Primarily an anti-surface and anti-submarine 
helicopter designed to operate from frigates 
and destroyers of the Fleet, this fast and 
capable aircraft has recently been updated 
to the Mk8 standard, which is now in service 
throughout the Fleet.  The aircraft is being 
fitted with a very advanced Central Tactical 
System and Passive Identification Device in 
addition to the equipment currently fitted. 

Able to fire the Sea Skua anti-surface 
missile, which proved highly effective during 
the Gulf war, the Lynx forms an integral part 
of the ships detection and weapon system 
and can project the influence of a ship 
over great distances with the key element 
of surprise. In addition to the Sea Skua the 
Lynx has the Sting Ray torpedo and the 
older technology, but nevertheless most 
effective depth charge for anti-submarine 
warfare.  The aircraft may also be fitted with 
a machine gun pod.

BLACK CATS
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The Beech King Air B200, the newest training 
aircraft in the RAF inventory, is a twin-engine 
turboprop monoplane, which first entered RAF 
service in 2004. It is used as an advanced, multi-
engine pilot trainer by No 45(R) Squadron.  Prior 
to flying the King Air, students who have been 
streamed to fly multi-engine aircraft at the end 
of elementary flying training undertake survival 
training and personal development training to 
prepare them for the rigours of operational 
service and taught crew co-operation and 
procedural flying skills to prepare them for their 
advanced flying training.

Its combination of a well-proven airframe with 
advanced cockpit and systems makes the 
King Air an ideal training platform for the new 
generation of multi-engine aircraft entering RAF 
service.

The King Air course is split into basic and 
advanced phases. In the basic phase, students 
learn essential multi-engine techniques such as 
general handling, asymmetric flying, emergency 
handling and radio-aids navigation, and 
consolidate multi-crew skills. In the advanced 
phase, the emphasis shifts towards developing 
captaincy, crew resource management, and 
managing the King Air’s advanced avionics 
systems. Students learn advanced skills such 
as formation flying, low-level flying and airways 
navigation, and are expected to plan and manage 
composite missions involving several aircraft.

On completion of the course students are 
awarded their coveted pilot’s wings, and then 
undertake conversion to their frontline aircraft 
type at an Operational Conversion Unit.

and the latest conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Help is also given to those who have been injured 
in training accidents and the families of those 
who may have been killed or injured in active 
service or training who have fallen on hard times.

Please recognise the bravery, service and 
sacrifices of the serving members and veterans 
of the RAF by giving generously to the Wings 
Appeal in any of the following ways:

• collecting buckets throughout St Peter Port 
today and in hotels, pubs and restaurants 
throughout the Island

• Mile of Pennies trailer by the Town Church

• send a donation by cheque made payable to 
RAFA Wings Appeal to Honorary Treasurer, 
RATA HQ, Fosse Andre, St Peter Port, GY1 1XZ

Thank you! 

The Royal Air Forces Association provides 
welfare support to all serving and ex-serving 
members of the Air Force and their family.  
There is a widely held perception that only 
airmen and airwomen who fought in World War 
II are helped but nothing could be further from 
the truth.  As well as supporting veterans from 
WWII, support is increasingly needed for those 
people who are serving and have served in more 
recent conflicts in Korea, Borneo, the Falklands, 
the Gulf War, Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo 

KING AIR
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Wingwalking dates from the romantic era 
after the First World War when young 
pilots returned home exhilarated from their 
adventures in the sky, keen to earn a living in 
the clouds. These daring heroes purchased 
surplus war biplanes cheaply and travelled 
the country captivating civilians with the 
opportunity of flying, landing in fields and 
charging locals for their first taste of flight. 
To capture the imagination of potential 
customers the pilots flew down the main 
street of each town at low level and 
persuaded girlfriends and engineers to 
climb out along the wing of the aircraft.
 
Variations on wing walking became common, 
with stunts such as handstands, hanging by 
one’s teeth, and transferring from one plane 
to another, which progressed to transfers 
between a ground vehicle, such as a car, a 
boat, or a train, to the plane.

Accidents and fatalities were common, and 
in the 1930s the highly publicised death of 
Ethel Dare, who was the first female aerialist 
to switch planes mid-flight, led to a ruling 
by the US government that made it illegal 
to wing walk at altitudes below 1,500ft, 
effectively ending the sport for spectators.

Now over 80 years later, the Breitling 
Wingwalkers, the World’s only formation 
wingwalking team, is celebrating the passion 
of those early adventurers. Pulling up to 4G 
(four times their own body weight) they loop, 
roll and turn the Boeing Stearman biplanes 
through the sky while daring wingwalkers 
gracefully wave and perform handstands 
against 150mph wind pressure.

WINGWALKERS
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The Grob 115E, known by the RAF as the 
Tutor, is used for Elementary Flying Training 
by the 14 University Air Squadrons and 12 
Air Experience Flights throughout the UK. 
It is also used by the Central Flying School 
and for elementary WSO training at the RAF 
College Cranwell.

The Tutor is constructed mainly from 
carbon fibre reinforced plastic, which 
combines high strength with light weight.  
Like its predecessor, the Bulldog, the Tutor 
has side-by-side seating but, unlike the 
Bulldog, the primary flight instruments are 
on the right-hand side of the cockpit.  This 
allows the student to fly the aircraft from the 
right-hand seat with a right-hand stick and a 
left-hand throttle so that future transition to 
fast-jet aircraft is made easier.

The Tutor can cruise at 130kts at sea level 
and climb to 5,000ft in seven minutes.  The 
aircraft has a very clean airframe and has 
a three-minute inverted flight time limit, 
making it ideal for aerobatics where, unlike 
previous RAF light aircraft, it loses little or no 
height during a full aerobatic sequence.  The 
aircraft has a very modern instrument and 
avionics suite, including a Differential Global 
Positioning System.

The Tutor is a cost-effective, modern 
elementary training aircraft. The combination 
of docile handling characteristics and good 
performance make it very suitable for its 
training role. 

THE TUTOR
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Built as a T-28a for the United States Air Force 
in 1951 with the serial number 51-7545, “Little 
Rascal” is one of only two T-28 aircraft based in 
the UK.

The T-28 was the winner of a competition to 
replace the T-6 Texan as the primary trainer 
in the US Air Force and made its first flight on 
26 September 1949.  Much design work went 
into the layout of the cockpit and controls and 
a tricycle undercarriage was adopted.  These 
design features were incorporated to make 
transition onto the more advanced T-33 jet 
trainer and ultimately the F86 Sabre jet fighter as 
simple as possible.

Power comes from a Wright R-1820-76B 9 
cylinder radial engine of 1425hp, giving the 
aircraft a top speed of 283mph.  The T-28a had 
provision to carry bombs or rockets under the 
wings and two 0.5 inch machine guns. Following 
American service this aeroplane was sold to the 
French Air force and converted into a ground 
attack aircraft at Sud Aviation at St.Nazaire for 
use in Algeria.

Upon disposal in 1967 the T-28 moved to the 
Haitian Air Force, serving as serial number 1236 
until 1978. It moved to the USA in 1979 and was 
civilianised.  After a number of years of operation 
the aircraft was sold to Radial Revelation Ltd. 
and ferried to the Aircraft Restoration Company 
at Duxford, arriving in late 1997. A thorough 
maintenance check was carried out and the 
previous USAF colours were replaced by a French 
Air Force North African scheme.

Despite its size the T-28 is a sprightly mover and 
is instantly recognisable by its distinctive engine 
noise. 

T-28
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The Red Arrows are renowned throughout the 
world as ambassadors for both the Royal Air 
Force and the UK. Officially formed in 1965, 
their reputation has been built on commitment 
and professionalism, combined with RAF skills, 
training and equipment.

All nine Red Arrows pilots are fast jet pilots from 
frontline RAF squadrons, a number of whom have 
recently returned from Iraq and Afghanistan.  
Pilots must have completed a frontline tour, 
have a minimum of 1,500 flying hours and be 
assessed as above average in their flying role 
before completing a rigorous programme of 
flying tests and assessments of their personal 
qualities, as it is vital the pilots trust each other.

Each display pilot stays with the Team for a 
three-year tour and by changing three pilots 
each year the experience level within the Team 
is optimised.

The aircraft
The dual control BAE Systems Hawk T1 is the 
RAF’s advanced trainer, and has been used by 
the Red Arrows since 1979.  The Hawk’s Rolls 
Royce Adour engine produces 5,200lbs of thrust 
and allows a top speed of Mach 1.2.  Maximum 
altitude is 48,000ft and fuel capacity gives a 
range of 1,000nm.  The aircraft are essentially 
the same as those flown by the advanced flying 
training students but with smoke generation 
modifications – to produce the vapour trails that 
enhance visual effect and flight safety, allowing 
five minutes of white smoke, one of red and one 
of blue – and a slightly uprated engine to give a 
faster response time.

RED ARROWS
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Battle of Britain

Saturday 4 September, 8pm, 
St James
Tribute in Brass featuring the 
Guernsey Concert Brass. Tickets £10, 
senior citizens £8, restricted view £4, 
call St James on 711361.

Monday 6 September, 10am, 
Town Church
The Mile of Pennies unit at the east 
side of the Town Church is officially 
opened.

Wednesday 8 September
Meet the Pilots and their aircraft at 
the Control Tower at the airport from 
2pm – 6pm. 

201 Guernsey’s Own Squadron 
Karting Challenge at The Track, 
contact Rodney Clough 257197.

Thursday 9 September
10.30am – 1pm, coffee morning and 
raffle at the Old Government House 
Hotel with a good vantage point for 
watching the Air Display.

11am – 1.15pm, Battle of Britain Air 
Display featuring the Battle of Britain 
Memorial Flight and the Red Arrows.

WINGS APPEAL 2010
Friday 10 September
70th Anniversary Battle of Britain 
Hangar Ball at the Aero Club Hangar.  
Tickets £60, contact Natalie Davidson 
at The Guernsey Event Company, 
tel 728686 or email natalie@
eventguernsey.com. 

Sunday 12 September, 10.30am, 
Town Church
Battle of Britain Commemorative 
Service, preceeded by an inspection 
of 201 (Guernsey’s Own) Squadron 
standard, the RAFA standard and 
those of other ex-service and youth 
organisations. 

Friday 17 September, 9pm, 
RAFA Headquarters 
The Battle of Britain draw will take 
place at the Gremlin club, Fosse 
Andre. 

Sunday 31 October, 
Duke of Richmond Hotel
RAFA Fashion show, given by Alpha 
Fashions, and Sunday lunch. Tickets 
from Muriel Le Page on 239140.

Raffle prizes would be gratefully 
accepted for the Battle of Britain 
(Wings Appeal) events and should be 
deposited at the Gremlin club for the 
attention of the Honorary Secretary.
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