
IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
From Barry Neal, Guernsey Air Display Flying Display Director & Organiser

Our primary focus for the Guernsey Air Display has always been everyone’s safety. We make every effort to 
reduce the risk from the Display to as low a level as possible, recognising that flying always has an element 
of risk. In the unfortunate event of an incident, please obey any instructions issued by the Emergency 
Services’ personnel, the Harbourmaster’s staff and/or other people acting in an official capacity. Every effort 
must be made to allow access to an incident site. 

Let’s hope the weather is favourable for everyone. Please be careful when watching the display – especially from 
the piers in St Peter Port, and when crossing car parks and roads if you are looking skywards towards the aircraft. 

Thanks to the sterling efforts of the Harbourmaster and his staff, and the co-operation of boat owners, the 
Display Area has been largely undisturbed over the years. Should we get a build-up of boats in the Display 
area, then I have to consider the effect on the Display item in progress and the risk to those on the water 
should we have an incident. In the worst case I would have to suspend or cancel a part of the display. Please 
can all boat owners continue their excellent conduct and refrain from sailing in or out of St Peter Port during 
the Display and not attempt to watch the Display from the sea. 

An Air Display Water Safety Zone has been published by the Harbour Master and all boat owners are asked 
to take note of the detail.

 CONSORTIUM MEMBERS... THANK YOU!
The Guernsey Air Display is fully funded by the generous support of the people and 
businesses of Guernsey and a grant from Culture & Heritage, States of Guernsey.  

We thank the Consortium Members for their continued and vital support.

HURRICANE

SPITFIRE

The Royal Air Forces Association is 
committed to providing confidential, 
professional and fair services to members 
of the wider RAF family from the youngest 
recruit to the oldest veteran and their 
families. Ongoing training and support 
for welfare volunteers and staff ensure 
services are consistent and of the highest 
possible standard. All will be treated with 
dignity and respect at all times. 

With thousands of members and 
volunteers across the UK and further 
afield, RAFA has the network needed for 

a personal one-to-one approach. RAFA 
is there whenever an injured airman or 
airwoman is fighting to get back on their 
feet or the widow of a WWII veteran 
needs a shoulder to lean on. RAFA is 
there when a family needs support to 
stay strong and connected despite the 
separation that comes with RAF service. 
RAFA is trusted to work tirelessly to make 
sure no member of its family ever feels 
alone or unsupported. 

For more information please visit  
www.rafa.org.uk

States of Guernsey
Culture and Heritage

www.guernseyairdisplay.com

THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2020 
In the year of the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain  

and the 75th anniversary of the Liberation of Guernsey.
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 AIR DISPLAY SCHEDULE
	 11.00am – Channel Islands Air Search

The ‘Lifeboats’ Eyes in the Sky’ is a voluntary service providing 
a rapid response search capability in the 4,000 square miles of 
water surrounding the Channel Islands and the adjacent French 
coast. The service took delivery of a new Britten Service Islander 
aircraft in 2019 to replace the aircraft lost in an accident in 2014. 
The new aircraft features a red and white livery in line with the 
internationally recognised colours of search and rescue services.

	 11.12am – Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
The mission of the BBMF is to maintain the priceless artefacts 
of our national heritage. The flight comprises six Spitfires, two 
Hurricanes and a Lancaster, which are flown by regular RAF 
pilots. The motto of the RAF BBMF reflects our mission to honour 
the thousands of men and women who gave their lives in the 
noble pursuit of freedom. “Lest we forget.”

	 11.33am – Team Raven
Team Raven is a formation aerobatic display team that was 
established in May 2014. The Team name ‘Raven’ came from a 
play on the letters ‘RV’ and makes more sense if written ‘RaVen’ 
as per the badge on the sides of the six aircraft fuselages. The 
RaVens use Van’s RV aircraft with a mix of one RV4 and five RV8s.

	 11.53am – Muscle Biplane
Rich Goodwin’s unique Pitts S2S has symmetrical wings and 
four symmetrical ailerons with spades on the lower set to help 
reduce stick force in a roll. The six-cylinder engine has more 
of a growl than its predecessors and this enables the S2S to 
draw longer vertical lines than its smaller brothers and sisters. 
It is also capable of spectacular tumbles and a different style 
of high energy aerobatics.

	 12.07pm – Royal Navy Merlin
Merlin Mk2 entered service in 2014 as an upgrade on the original 
1990s Mk1 naval version. Its role is to supply the UK’s Maritime 
Force Protection and airborne anti-submarine warfare capability 
for the foreseeable future. Beyond searching for submarines, 
the helicopter is capable of much more, including round-the-
clock maritime patrol and interdiction – armed with sting-ray 
torpedoes, Mk11 depth charges and the M3m .50 calibre machine 
gun; troop ferrying; casualty evacuation; medium lift under-
slung loads; search and rescue; and other contingency tasks. 
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We would also like to thank those Friends who have chosen to remain anonymous.

The cost to become a Friend is £15 and includes:
  Bespoke enamel pin badge
  Your name listed in the Air Display programme and on the website
  The chance to win one of three pairs of VIP tickets to watch the Display at Castle Cornet 

Name............................................................................................................................................

Address........................................................................................................................................

Email.............................................................................................................................................

Telephone.....................................................................................................................................

I would / would not (please delete) like my name listed in the programme and on the website.

Please complete and return this form together with a cheque for £15 made payable to  
Guernsey Air Display or £15 in cash to Black Vanilla, 7-8 The Grange, St Peter Port, GY1 2PX  
or email natalie@black-vanilla.gg for the bank account details to make an online payment.  
For more information please call 729229 or visit www.guernseyairdisplay.com 

At about 03.40 on 3 June 1940, the destroyer HMS 
Shikari sailed from Dunkirk en route to Britain. As 
the last ship to leave France laden with men, her 
departure brought to an end the most famous 
part of the evacuation of British troops following 
the French capitulation.

Eleven days later German troops paraded through 
Paris. On 22 June, the French Government signed 
an armistice with Germany.

Now Britain faced the possibility of a Nazi invasion 
followed by all the horrors of brutal occupation 
suffered by many countries across Europe. Led and 
inspired by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, the 

people of Britain prepared to fight for their freedom.

No modern invasion can succeed unless the invading 
force has air superiority. So it fell to just under 
3,000 men of the Royal Air Force Fighter Command 
to be at the forefront of British resistance.

To the Prime Minister they were ‘The Few’; to their 
leader, Air Chief Marshal Dowding, they were ‘My 
Dear Fighter Boys’. Well over 500 of them died 
between 10 July and 31 October 1940 – the official 
dates of the Battle – and nearly 800 more did not 
live to see the end of the war in 1945. Today we 
honour the men who played the key role at a 
fulcrum of British history.

	 12.21pm – Fireflies
The Fireflies perform in two Van’s RV4s. The Van’s series of 
sport aircraft are by a long way the most successful line of 
build-it-yourself kit planes on the planet. Weighing in at an 
empty weight of approximately 500kg, the RV4 is about a third 
of the weight of a VW Golf but it’s fitted with a 5.3-litre 160HP 
engine, giving it performance like a hot rod. During the display 
the Fireflies make the most of the entire flight envelope and 
will be travelling at everything from zero to over 200 mph.

	 12.33 – Catalina
The Catalina served with distinction throughout WWII and was 
involved in many significant actions including the location of 
the German battleship Bismark, the sighting of the Japanese 
invitations force heading for Ceylon and many individual actions 
against U-boats and submarines. Two Victoria Crosses were 
awarded to Coastal Command Catalina captains.  In the main, 
the type carried on its role of maritime patrol, characterised by 
long, monotonous sorties without sighting land or enemy. The 
aircraft had a long post-war career as passenger and freight 
transport, executive aircraft and rich man’s airborne yacht.

	 12.50 – Red Arrows
Representing the speed, agility and precision of the RAF, 
the team is the public face of the service. Flying distinctive 
Hawk fast jets, the team is made up of pilots, engineers and 
essential support staff with frontline operational experience. 
With their trademark Diamond Nine shape and combination 
of close formations and precision flying, the Red Arrows have 
been displaying since 1965. All Red Arrows display pilots have 
flown operationally in the RAF, in frontline aircraft such as the 
advanced Typhoon, to secure the skies every day of the year. 

2020 marks the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain

Please note timings of the aircraft are subject to  
change up to and including the day of the display.
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